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: I found a baby mammal. What do 1 do with it?

Small mammals
(i.e.: Squirrels, chipmunks, rabbits, etc...)

Is the animal hurt or sick
(Bleeding, vomiting, attacked by dog/cat)
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Can you find the nest or
den? Is it intact?
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Place baby in the nest/den with
minimal handling. Too much
handling can cause the mother to
abandon the baby.

Leave baby alone. Mother
may have been in the process
of transferring the baby to
another den and was just
scared away.
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Watch for the mother for 4-6 hours. Stay completely
out of sight.  Mothers won’t return if any people or

pets are present.

Did mother return?
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Leave the area. Baby is Call wildlife
OK. rehabilitator

Large mammals
(i.e.; Deer fawns, moose calves, etc...)

Deer, moose, and other large mammals are known to leave their
fawns and calves alone for up to 12 hours.

Young mammals don’t develop a scent until they are a
few weeks old so they don’t attract predators. For the first few
weeks the calves and fawns are often left in a field among tall
grass. Although sometimes they may be near a trail. road, or an
open area. The mom is usually nearby but will not be visible if
people or predators are around.

Normal behaviour for a young fawn or calf is to lay
perfectly still with very shallow breathing. (they pretend to be a
rock or a branch) Ifthey are picked up, they will go completely
limp, will not move at all, and will pretend not to be alive. If
you encounter a fawn or a calf laying down all by itself,

PLEASE LEAVE IT ALONE.

If a fawn or a calf is found wandering around all by itself,
and vocalizing, contact your local conservation officer or a
licensed wildlife rehabilitation facility in your area BEFORE
YOU ATTEMPT TO HANDLE THE ANIMAL.
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